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Chronology
Relative chronology is a system that describes events in time in general terms. It does not have actual dates rather it provides a list of what came first (Freedman, 2000). Absolute Chronology on the other hand provides the accurate time and dates of the events. The events are structured from the latest to the most recent. 
This date comes from the annals of Nebuchadnezzar (see Historical Chronology of the last days of Judah from this period on p. 164 of this outline). Additional corroboration comes from Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah in 701 which is dated in the 14th year of Hezekiah (2 Kings18:13; Isa. 36:1, ANE, 199-200). Hezekiah’s reign is 715/14 + 29 year reign = 687/686 for his terminus.
The King's Calendar Chronology for King Josiah

King Josiah of Judah was 8 years old when he began to reign 
He reigned 31 years [2 Kings 22:1 and 2 Chronicles 34:1] 
By the standard of the King's Calendar he was born in 642 BCE (Freedman, 2000). 
He commenced to reign in April of 634 BCE. 
He reigned 31 Artificial or 28 solar years 
His 31st Year commenced December 607 BCE 
King Josiah died around September 606 BCE. 
He died in the 19th year of King Nabopolassar of Babylon. 
He died 3 years later than currently accepted. 
His death was not connected to an Egyptian/Assyrian attempt to recapture Haran
Hezekiah's 14th year 701 BCE 

The King's Calendar Demonstrates that:
From the perspective of both Solar and Artificial years, 701 BCE is Hezekiah's 14th year. 

Hezekiah's 14th Artificial year commences in November 702 BCE and runs until October 701 BCE 

Hezekiah's 14th Solar year commences in Nisan of 701 BCE and runs until Nisan of 700 BCE 

March/April of 701 BCE until October of 701 BCE is Hezekiah's 14th year in both Solar and Artificial Calendars.

	Hezekiah
son of Ahaz
	
	25
	
	716/5-
687/6
	29
	33
	44
	54

	Josiah
son of Amon
	
	8
	
	641/0-
609
	31
	17 Jehoahaz
16 Jehoiakim
31 Zedekiah
	
	39



Following the account of Sennacherib’s invasion and subsequent retreat, the account of Hezekiah’s sickness is recorded.  The text reads “In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death.” (Isaiah 38:1, cf. 2nd Kings 20:1)  Isaiah the prophet tells Hezekiah he will die, but Hezekiah prays to YHVH and Isaiah comes back to him and tells him YHVH has added 15 years to his life. 
In Isaiah 36:1 and 2nd Kings 18:13, Sennacherib came up against Judah in Hezekiah’s 14th year and since according to 2nd Kings 18:2 (cf. 2nd Chronicles 29:1) Hezekiah reigned a total of 29 years, it is assumed by most from simple math that his sickness must have been in his 14th year (14+15=29).  This may be the proper understanding, especially since the simple, obvious answers are usually the best.
In 2nd Kings 21:1ff we read “Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king, and he reigned 55 years in Jerusalem…and he did evil in the sight of the LORD” Thus Manasseh lived a total of 67 years (Freedman, 2000).  Yet are we to suppose that righteous Hezekiah lived only 54 years and this after his life was blessed to be extended by 15 years?  This is 13 years shorter than his wicked son whereas Hezekiah is recorded as being one of the most righteous kings in Judah. The writer of kings wrote: “He trusted in the LORD God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him” (2nd Kings 18:5) 

During the period, the Kings used a system that would control their reign so that it remains for only a short period. The discrepancy on this period is brought about by the reckoning system as a tool of data analysis. The tool focused on providing dates based on the period of rein of the king. It thus creates a lot of discrepancy due to its inability to provide accurate dates. According to the system, a period of 2 years could be considered as a period of 2 months thus rubbishing the entire period and reducing it into a short period. The editorial tool on the other hand provides a more accurate account for the dates within which an event occurs since it provides dates by rounding off periods. For example, the period of 1 and half year can be considered as 2 years and 1 year 3 months can be considered as one year. Such a system does not create too much discrepancy in the dating process since it just simplifies years and does away with months. 
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